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VOLTORE : Thy modesty

Is not to know it: well, we shall requite it.
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The happiest example of Jonson's comedy, however,
is that which is least influenced by his theory. In
Bartholomew Fair, he sets out quite simply to record
the bustle and excitement of a London fair.

Win-the-fight, wife of Littlewit, is seized with a
longing to eat roast pig at the fair. The local pastor,
Brother Zeal-of-the-land Busy, is called in to pro-
nounce whether such a carnal desire may be lawfully
gratified by the faithful.

PURECRAFT : O brother Busy ! your help here, to edify
and raise us up in a scruple1: my daughter Win-the-
fight is visited with a natural disease of wome
called a longing to eat pig.

LITTLEWIT : Ay, sir, a Bartholomew Pig; and in the
Fair.

PURECRAFT : And I would be satisfied from you,
religiously-wise, whether a widow of the sanctified
assembly, or a widow's daughter, may commit the
act without offence to the weaker sisters.

BUSY : Verily, for the disease of longing, it is a disease,
a carnal disease, or appetite, incident2 to women
and as it is carnal and incident, it is natural, very
natural: now pig, it is a meat, and a meat that is
nourishing and may be longed for, and so cons'*
quently eaten; it may be eaten; very exceedir
well eaten : but in the Fair, and as a Bartholome
pig, it cannot be eaten; for the very calling it
Bartholomew pig, and to eat it so, is a spice
^Difficulty.    ^Natural.